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Pastor’s Message

As we enter the summer months, as I often do, I venture away from the designated
lectionary readings and select a theme for the summer. After careful consideration, and
in consultation with our members, I have selected the theme of:

Minor Prophets

The Minor Prophets are the twelve, hard to find, little books with the “funny” names at
the end of the Old Testament. Ancient Hebrew scribes compiled the twelve shorter
prophetic works into a single scroll, known as The Twelve (or Trei Asar in Aramaic).
This aggregation was done primarily for practical and theological reasons.

In antiquity, as mentioned above, texts were written on physical scrolls. Individual
scrolls were costly and had physical limits on how much text they could contain.
Because the twelve writings (such as Hosea, Amos, and Jonah) were too short to justify
a whole scroll each, scribes grouped them together so they could all fit onto a single,
standard-sized scroll.

The Twelve span a large chunk of Israel's history, but they share thematic cohesion as a
unified body of literature. Grouping them together allowed ancient readers to view them
as an ongoing, interconnected prophetic discourse rather than isolated fragments.

As you look at the outline of the Books in the summer schedule offered below, if you
know your Bible well, you will see I am scheduling them in a way that does not match
their order in our Bibles. I am presenting them in the order in which historians believe
they were written. With that said, please allow me to offer a brief history lesson of the
Jewish world of the prophet’s time.

Northern and Southern Kingdom

After King Solomon's death (likely 931 BCE), the ancient nation of Israel split into two
separate states: the Northern Kingdom (Israel), which was made up of 10 tribes, and the
Southern Kingdom (Judah), comprising the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. Both existed
for over two centuries before falling to outside empires.

The Northern Kingdom was larger in size and wealthier, but experienced severe political
instability and frequent dynastic changes. Because they no longer had access to the
Temple in Jerusalem, their kings established alternative religious sites, which often



strayed into idol worship and attracted heavy criticism from biblical prophets. In 722
BCE, the Northern Kingdom was conquered and destroyed by the Neo-Assyrian Empire.
The Assyrians exiled the populace, leading to the "Ten Lost Tribes" of Israel.

The Southern Kingdom, again, was composed primarily of the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin. Its capital was Jerusalem, and was smaller and more isolated geographically,
but significantly more politically stable, than its Northern counterpart. It was ruled
continuously by the Davidic dynasty for its entire existence. Its religion remained deeply
tied to the Temple in Jerusalem and the strict adherence to Mosaic Law and priestly
traditions. The south survived the Assyrian invasions but was later conquered by the
Babylonian Empire under King Nebuchadnezzar. Jerusalem and its Temple were
destroyed in 586 BCE, leading to the Babylonian Exile.

Like the Exodus from Egypt which happened many centuries earlier, the Exile and
Captivity of the Hebrews had significant political. cultural, religious consequences.

The Two Major Exiles
While "the exile" generally refers to the Babylonian captivity, the Old Testament actually
features two distinct exiles of the Hebrew people:

e The Assyrian Exile (722 BC): The Assyrian Empire conquered the Northern
Kingdom of Israel (the ten tribes) and scattered its people throughout the
Assyrian empire. They largely assimilated into other cultures and became known
as the "Lost Tribes of Israel."

o The Babylonian Exile (586 BC): The Babylonians conquered the Southern
Kingdom of Judah (containing the tribes of Judah and Benjamin) after a series of
rebellions. In multiple waves, the intellectual, religious, and economic elite were
deported to Babylon.

Why Did It Happen?

According to the biblical narrative, the exile was viewed as God’s judgment and
discipline for the people's repeated covenant unfaithfulness, specifically their centuries-
long struggles with idolatry, social injustice, and rebellion against God’s laws. The
prophets—such as Jeremiah and Ezekiel—warned of this destruction for decades prior.
The Minor prophets, were all centered around the time of the Exile. It is for this reason
that I have chosen to present them chronologically in their historical context, which is
summarized below.

Pre-Exilic Period
These prophets ministered before the fall of Israel (to Assyria) and Judah (to Babylon).
[1]
o Joel (c. 835—800 BC): Addressed the Southern Kingdom (Judah) and used a
severe locust plague as a warning of coming judgment.
o Jonah (c. 785-760 BC): Sent by God to preach repentance to Nineveh, the capital
of the Assyrian Empire.
e Amos (c. 760—750 BC): A shepherd from Judah who prophesied against the
social injustice and idolatry of the Northern Kingdom (Israel).
o Hosea (c. 750—710 BC): Preached to the Northern Kingdom, using his own
marriage to an unfaithful wife as a metaphor for God's unfailing love for wayward
Israel.
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e Micah (c. 735—700 BC): Ministered in Judah, warning of judgment for social evils
while prophesying that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.
o Nahum (c. 660—612 BC): Prophesied the ultimate destruction of Nineveh and the
collapse of the Assyrian Empire.
e Zephaniah (c. 640—621 BC): Preached in Judah during King Josiah's reforms,
warning of the "Day of the Lord" and calling the nation to repentance.
o Habakkuk (c. 609—-605 BC): Questioned God's justice in using the Babylonians to
punish Judah but ultimately chose to rejoice in God's sovereignty. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]
Exilic Period
These prophets ministered during or immediately after the conquest of Judah by the
Babylonians.
e Obadiah (c. 586 BC): The shortest book in the Old Testament; a brief oracle of
judgment against Edom for their treachery against Judah. [1]
Post-Exilic Period
These prophets ministered after the Babylonian exile, when Jews were returning to
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple and the city.
o Haggai (c. 520 BC): Urged the returned exiles to prioritize and finish rebuilding
the Temple in Jerusalem.
e Zechariah (c. 520—-518 BC): A contemporary of Haggai, his visions encouraged
the people to rebuild the temple and contain deep messianic prophecies.
e Malachi (c. 433—424 BC): The final prophetic voice of the Old Testament, calling
a spiritually apathetic post-exilic community back to faithful living. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]
Note: The exact dates for the ministries of Joel and Obadiah remain heavily debated by
biblical scholars, though their general placement aligns with the timeline above.

Each week this summer, beginning on June 14, I will present each of the Minor
prophets, asking these questions.
e What is the Meaning/Purpose of the book for Hebrews
o Review outline of book
o What are the best known verses of the book
o Theme and Message
o Unique traits
e What are the connection to New Testament/Christian Scriptures?
e What can each prophet offer to us today?
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The Fine Print: While I have studied these books in the past, every time I study the Bible
I learn something new. So, at this time I do not have every sermon written, nor have I
completed all of my “background” historical study and exegesis, so what I am offering in
this newsletter may change. I am sure you are not surprised! Below you will find the
tentative plan for worship this summer.

Peace, Pastor Dale

Worship Schedule
Here is the tentative schedule for the months of June, July, and August

June 7: Graduate Recognition Sunday
Scripture: TBD

June 14: Joel
Christian Scripture: Acts 2:16-21

June 21: Jonah
Christian Scripture: Matthew 16:17, Matthew 12:39-41, Luke 11:29-32,
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June 28: Amos
Christian Scripture: Acts 7:42—43, Acts 15:16—17, Matthew 27:45

July 5: Hosea
Christian Scripture: Matthew 2:15, Matthew 9:13, Matthew 12:7, Romans 9:25-
26, Peter 2:10, Luke 23:30, Revelation 6:16

July 12: Micah
Connections to Christian Scripture: Matthew 2:5-6, Matthew 10:21, 35-36, Luke
1:72-73

July 19: Nahum
Connections to Christian Scripture: Romans 10:15

July 26: Zephaniah
Connections to Christian Scripture: Revelation 14:5

August 2: Habakkuk
Connections to Christian Scripture: Acts 13:41, Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11,
Hebrews 10:38

August 9: Obadiah
Connections to Christian Scripture: The Book of Obadiah is not directly quoted
anywhere in the New Testament.

August 16: Haggai
Connections to Christian Scripture: Hebrews 12:26

August 23: Vacation Sunday
August 30: Zechariah

Connections to Christian Scripture: Matthew 21:5, John 12:15, Matthew 27:9-10,
John 19:37, Revelation 1:7, Matthew 26:3, Mark 14:27, Ephesians 4:25, Jude 1:9

September 6: Malachi. Labor Day Weekend
Connections to Christian Scripture: Matthew 11:10, Mark 1:2, Luke 7:27, Luke
1:17, Matthew 17:11-12, Mark 9:12-13
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Opening

Immanuel UCC Council Meeting
Monday, May 11, 2026
Summary

Joys and Concerns
Opening Prayer
Approval of previous Council Minutes

Treasurer’s Report
Lynn Nossick gave a Treasurer’s update with account balances. For more information,
please contact Lynn Nossick or Pastor Dale.

Pastor Dale advised that Charlaine Apsel of Practical Resources for Churches
suggested that we look to the Pension Board for Pastor’s Equity suggestions. Dale also
looked at our bank, Bay VanGuard. Other options will be reviewed.

Committee Assignments and Reports

Hospitality
o A written report was received.
Christian Education Committee
o Bingo on Saturday, August 22, with doors open at 4 pm, games start at
5 pm is the next big event.
Building and Repairs
o Wallace advised that the fence around the oil tank, which was broken
in a winter storm, has been repaired.
Spiritual Council
Missions
o 15 people came for assistance, mostly electric in May.
o Due to high volume, there will not be another assistance night this
month as funds for May have been exhausted.

Pastor’s Report

The theme for our summer worship will be a study of the Twelve Minor
Prophets.

Pastor Dale commented on the Membership List review list and thanked
Susie, Debbie, and Charlotte for moving forward on this review.

A review of the mailing list and its cost will follow the review of the
membership list.

Pastor Dale, nor anyone else, attended the gathering of Delmarva UCC
congregations in Newark, DE on Sunday, April 26.

There will be a meeting of the Chesapeake Association in Annapolis on
Saturday, June 13 at 9:30 am.



Old Business

e Landscaping

o Plans, with a rendering of the gardens and estimates of the costs are
in process.

e Membership Review

o As a part of the membership review we will be looking at putting a
directory together using Breeze (our church management software),
but we will have to work out several things first. Not everyone wants
their phone number listed and their email. We will need to get input
from the congregation.

e Memorial Fund Questions

o In previous meetings it was noted that records for the Fund are
incomplete.

o The Council is working to resolve that concern.

o Stephanie Dunnock volunteered to work on a policy for the Memorial
Fund.

e Church Cleaning Update
e Sound System Update
e Light Replacement Update

o The new LED lights, paid for primarily with a grant from Delmarva
Power will be installed soon.

e AED

o Debbie Reeder has advised that the grant request for a free AED
device has been approved. We will be contacted when it will be
installed and we will have to select people to be trained. Max Schnoor,
Debbie Luthy, and others, stated they want to be included in the
training sessions.

e Church Office Computer

o As previously discussed, we have been having some issues with the
office computer. Mike at Hurst Creek suggested due to its age that we
look at replacing it now rather than wait until it stops. He suggested we
look at Dell. The monitor is probably older than the computer itself. The
Council approved the purchase of a new computer and screen.

New Business

e Lynn Nossick advised that we received request from Rescue Fire Department
for donation to their Annual Fund Drive. Council approved a $500 donation.

e The council discussed a request from the congregation and decided to
include a summary of the minutes in the newsletter.

e Debbie Luthy asked about a 20-year celebration. Suggested a Potluck dinner
and special worship service. Suggested date: Second Sunday after Labor
Day. No final decisions were made.

Next Meeting

Date

e June 8, 2026

Lord’s Prayer and Adjournment

A copy of the

full Council minutes are available through the office or on the church

bulletin Board. -7-



CONTRIBUTIONS

During the summer months, churches always suffer a reduction in giving.
Immanuel is no different. People go on vacation and attend other activities
with family and friends. However, the expenses at your church continues
on — they don'’t take a vacation. This is especially significant when it comes
to paying our mortgage.

Please continue to give even if you aren’t in church every Sunday and use
your offering envelopes or the electronic giving option. This can be found
on our website: www.immanuelucc.faith. This is a big help in keeping track
of your contributions for the end of the year reporting. You may, of course,
give extra to help cover the Church’s expenses at any time.

Please take a moment to review the financial report which is posted on the
bulletin board outside the office.

BAKE SALE?
V ; We’re having a bake sale. Oops! too hot to bake? It's a bakeless
& u{ bake sale. In July and August a “Cake” box will be out every
ﬁ j Sunday for our donations. Donate what it would cost to make

something for a real bake sale or put in your pocket change each
week. The money will go toward church expenses.


http://www.immanuelucc./
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e IMMANUEL HONORS OUR GRADUATES
= JUNE 7, 2026

Elliott Albert, son of Phil & Barbara Albert, graduated from Salisbury
University June 21, 2026 Suma Cum Laude with a BA in Social Work. Elliott
has been accepted to the masters in social work program for fall 2026. Elliott
will intern with MidShore Meals beginning in August. Elliott was also inducted
into the Phil Alpha Honor Society for Social Work on 5-19-26 and served on
- the Phil Alpha Student Advisory Committee.

Andrew Allbert, son of Phil & Barbara Albert, graduated from
Cambridge South Dorchester High School on May 28, 2026. He is a
member of the Ella B Walter National Honor Society. He will be
attending The University of Maryland College Park in the fall and will
major in Electrical Engineering. Andrew earned the rank of Eagle
Scout on December 2, 2025.

Collin Robert Bair, son of William & Kimberly Bair, graduated from
Cambridge-South Dorchester High School on May 28, 2026. He
Enjoys working out, pickleball, fishing, trumpet, reading, video games,
running, swimming and drawing. He was a member of the varsity
baseball team grades 9-12 and varsity football, grades 11-12. Collin
plans to attend Chesapeake College in the fall for business with plans
to transfer to Salisbury University at a later date. He has 2 sisters,
Alexia and Amanda. He also has 3 cats, Oreo, Deuce and Socks.

Adam Dwayne Elzey, son of Carolyn Price, graduated from North
Dorchester High School on May 27, 2026. He is an Eagle Scout —
Troop 754. Adams enjoys playing varsity golf and tennis. He is a
member of the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta (Math Honor
Society), PSI Alpha (Psychology Honor Society) and National
Technical Honor Society. He will attend the University of Maryland
Clark School of Engineering to become a civil engineer.



Lindsey Hope Lyons, daughter of Lynn Malkus-Lyons and Lee Lyons of
Trappe, MD graduated May 9, 2026 from Furman University. She
plans to attend the University of South Carolina working towards a
Masters degree in toxicology. She enjoys gardening, fostering dogs,
painting, refinishing furniture and working at Furman Police
Department. Lindsey has a brother, Brady, and a sister, Natalee. She
also has two rescue dogs Tessa and Denali, both from Baywater.

Maggie Lynn Meilhammer, daughter of Lesley & Phil Jackson,
graduated from Chesapeake College MGW Nursing School on May 19,
- 2026. She plans to work in the emergency department at the University
of Maryland Medical System in Easton, MD.

She has a brother, Davis, and 2 dogs, Otis Milo, a Mini Australian Blue
Heeler and River Rose, a Chocolate Lab.

Mitchell Alton McDonald, son of Claudia & Steven McDonald, graduated
from University of Maryland Eastern Shore on September 9, 2025.
Mitchell enjoys playing golf and

fishing. He currently works as a physical therapist at Pivot Physical
Therapy. He has two sisters, Lindsay McDonald and Hannah Warfield.
He also has 2 golden retrievers, Hank and George.

Blake Parker Todd, son of Adam & Sherry Todd of East New Market, graduated

May 28, 2026 from Cambridge South Dorchester High School. Blake enjoys fishing,
truck shows and spending time with friends. His future plans are to work in the family
business — Chesapeake Seed and Feed. He has 1 pet, Roxy. (Photo not available).

Kyle Jackson , son of Emily and Paul Jackson. Information/photo not available.
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News from the Mission Committee:

®orNe©

It’s Back! FAMILY BINGO NIGHT

An evening of fun for the ENTIRE family! Saturday, August 22, doors open at 4 pm, games
start at 5 pm. Adults and children 12 and older $15.00; children under 12 - $5.00.
Admission includes a pack of 6 bingo cards for 20 games for adults and 3 cards for 20
games for children under 12 plus a door prize ticket and Special Games. (Second set of
cards is $5.00)

Food will be available for purchase. There will be Tricky Tray Baskets, a 50/50 raffle and
door prizes.

This is a Family Bingo time. There is a need for helpers and donations. Sign-up sheets are
located in the Narthex or call the church office to have your name added to a list. Helpers
are needed with set-up, at the door, during the event, in the kitchen, and for clean-up.

Donations are welcome in MANY forms! Gift cards for ALL ages of $25.00, $10.00 or $5.00,
and baked goods (need to attach filled out ingredients card) and other items, suitable for
both adults and children. Also needed are baskets and individual items for the Tricky Tray.
No time to shop, no problem, we accept cash too! Please have items brought to church by
August 16 at the latest.

This is a FUN family event and a great community outreach for our church. Please help
make this another success.

BLESSING FOR RETURN TO SCHOOL

We will again be doing Blessing of the Backpacks (or for adults/teachers,
briefcase/totebag?). Please plan to bring them in during worship service on August 30,
2026.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE

As we did last year, we will not be collecting school supplies. We will accept monetary
contributions which will then be divided between all the local public schools so that they
may purchase the supplies they need the most.

Cut off is August 17. Your gifts to Special Benevolence marked "School Supplies" will
help many! Thank you for making the school year a little easier for others in our
community.

-11-



JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

June Birthdays June Anniversaries
Trudi & Donald Jones, Jr.

Jock Luthy 6/4 Sarah & Michael Bass
Patti Cannon 6/4 Kelly & Josh Dodson
Tara Cannon 6/5 Terry & Bill Makus
Abby Spillman-Wise 6/6 Tammy & Danny Luthy
Michal Dixon 6/6 Sherry & Adam Todd
Stacy Seymour 6/10
Sherry Todd 6/10
Sandy Dodson 6/12
Michael Giese 6/13
Emily Robbins 6/13
Charlotte Hanson 6/14 BIRTHDAYS (CONTINUED)
Beau Cherry 6/14 Helen Krom 6/27
Vivian Anderson 6/19 Amy Robbins 6/27
Susan Hutson 6/22 Parker Dodson 6/30
Josh Dodson 6/22 Alasdair Campbell 6/30

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

July Birthdays July Anniversaries
Kathy & Rick Kelly
Garrett Roe 7 Melissa & Dennis Elzey
Kate Dixon Marshall 712 Marianne & Vinson Spies
Laura Dixon 7/2 Becky & John Dodson
Julia Newman 7/4 Betty Lou & Sonny Malkus
Cheryl Malik 716 Claudia & Steve McDonald
Garry Brohawn, Jr 716
Roger Segar 717
Luke Cherry 717
Harriet Leap 711
Shawna Kelly 712
Garry Brohawn, Sr. 7/13
Marianna Spies 7114
Phil Jackson, Jr. 717
Elizabeth Slacum 717
Maddie Travers 717
Bill Pender 719
Kent Giese 7121
Scott Dodson 7122
Nancy Appollos 7/23
Katie Anderson 7/30
Al Bailey 7/30
Verena Luthy 7/30

Trudi Jones 7/31
_12_
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Your Staff

The Rev. Dale Krotee Pastor

Janice Haller Church Administrator
J. Curtis White Choir Director/Organist
Lynne Breil & Tina Lyte-Davis Pianist

Your Church Council

Wallace Dodson — President

Debbie Luthy Stephanie Dunnock
Mark Eberspacher Sam Reeder

John Adkins Charlotte Hanson
Susie Creighton Lynn Nossick

Lynn Malkus-Lyons

Church Contact Information

Office Hours - Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-228-4640
E-mail: info@immanuelucc.faith
pastor@immanuelucc.faith
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IMMANUEL PRAYER LIST: You are invited to remember these people in prayer

Members of Immanuel:

Connie BARNETT, health issues

Carter BASS, grandson of Jim & Susie Creighton, health issues
Carole Ann BROHAWN, health issues

Cassie BURTON, health issues

Patsy CREIGHTON, heath issues

Wells David DODSON, son of Scott & Amy Dodson
Bill FOXWELL, facing health challenges

Helen KROM, health issues, Bayleigh Chase, Easton
Julia NEWMAN, health issues

Don RAE, health issues

Carole SEGAR, health issues

Friends of Immanuel Church:
Merry Lee BEAVEN, friend of Bev Shelly, Candle Light Cove
Shirley BURTON, Robin Burton’s mother, health issues
Jamie DOEHLERT, friend of Janice Haller, health issues
Susan DUKES, sister of Betty Malkus, health issues
Kent ELZEY, brother of Julia Neman, health issues
Carolyn ELZEY, sister-in-law of Julia Newman, health issues
Mary Ann FARNALL, at Mallard Bay, Rm. 114, friend Bev Shelly
Alice FREY, sister of Jim Murphy, health issues
Gerry KROTEE, Pastor Dale’s step-mother, health issues
Charles LOWENSEN, brother of Diana Krotee, health issues
Debbie McCRAY, friend of Beverly Shelly & the Kozaks, health issues
Shawn PARKS, friend of Bill & Kim Bair, health issues
Cathy POTTER, friend of Patsy Creighton, health issues
John RAWLS, Amy Dodson’s father, health issues
Nancy ROBERTSON, friend of Sandy Dodson, health issues
Bobby SELLERS, friend of Jock & Debbie Luthy, health issues
Charlotte SPEDDEN, friend of Terry Malkus, health issues
Bud STRAIN, Jan Strain’s son, health issues
Terry VINCENT, friend of Beverly Shelly, health issues

and Jill his caregiver
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Other Prayer Requests:

Guidance in Immanuel’s leaders for 2026 and beyond

The leadership of Immanuel church, the need for people willing to serve to
do the mission and business of the church.

Our adopted child from Peru

Dorchester County Public Schools

Children at the border

Those shot in our country

Those suffering from natural disasters

Those dealing with COVID-19

For the healing of our nation and the world, both physical & emotional

Members and Friends Serving in Our Armed Forces:

Hunter BROWN, U.S. Army, stationed in Egypt, fiancé of Laura Dixon

Jake CREIGHTON, Captain, U.S. Army, stationed Ft. Sam Houston, TX

Alton FRASE, Cpl, US Marine Corps, Camp LeJeune, North Carolina, Son

of Andrew & Tracy Luthy Frase, grandson of Jock & Debbie Luthy

Lt. Kevin GRIER, nephew of Kathy Kelly, U.S. Navy, stationed in
California

Buddy HAYDEN, friend of Robin Burton, U .S. Air Force

Lucas TOLLEY, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Leslie & Adam Tolley,
Grandson of Lou & Dennis Jones, stationed at Camp Pendleton, CA

Jason T. WARDEN, U. S. Marine Corps, nephew of Michal Dixon,

in North Carolina
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IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST Nﬁf";PRgSF'T;gEG
5401 White Hall Road PAID
Cambridge, Maryland 21613 g,f;’;g,;‘gg,‘jg
410-228-4640 email: info@immanuelucc.faith 21613

Return Service Requested

GRADUATE RECEPTION
SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2026
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